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Lord Mayor Uli Burchardt – 4. Konstanzer Konzilspreis 2022 

 

Honourable guests,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

A very warm welcome to the award ceremony of the “Konstanzer 

Konzilspreis”! Today, the “Konstanzer Konzilspreis” will be awarded for the 

fourth time, and just like on the previous occasions (in 2015, 2017 and 

2019), Europe faces new, exceptional challenges – yet again. Sadly, I 

mentioned current challenges in each of my previous welcome notes, as 

well; - which is a matter of great sadness and concern to me.  

These days, Europe faces several struggles: right-wing governments, 

terrorist attacks, Brexit, and on top of it a war in Europe – something we 

had considered absolutely inconceivable until February this year.  

 

Today, more than ever we feel the urgent necessity to make a special effort 

for Europe. The European Ideal needs all possible support, and we have to 

campaign for Europe, yes, we even have to move out of our comfort zone 

for Europe. 

 

Nevertheless, lets not only look at challenges, there are success stories to 

be told as well: about intra-European solidarity and extensive unity against 

Russian aggression, the cohesion between European neighbours in terms of 

energy security, close alliance in our post-pandemic reality. 

 

The “Konstanzer Konzilspreis” is meant to remind us of these success 

stories. The award distinguishes people who campaign for European 

encounters and dialogue. The “Konstanzer Konzilspreis” is characterised by 

a prominent European personality being asked to serve as patron and to 

nominate a laureate, whose commitment to Europe has greatly affected 

him or her. This nomination is the patron’s individual decision, allowing us 

to encounter impressive personalities and yet offering us a glimpse into the 

patron’s European soul.  

 

This years’ patron is First Minister and Head of the Scottish Government 

Nicola Sturgeon and I feel greatly honoured to welcome this year’s winner 

of the “Konstanzer Konzilspreis” award: Dr Sigrid Rieuwerts! Right away, we 

will be learning more about Dr Rieuwerts’ merits and commitment.  
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First Minister Sturgeon will deliver the laudation shortly. Unfortunately, the 

First Minister cannot be with us in person tonight; implications of the ten-

day national mourning upon the passing of Queen Elizabeth, the recent 

change of government as well as a hearing in connection with the 

independence referendum make her presence in Scotland indispensable. 

First Minister Sturgeon has expressed her great regret; when the award 

ceremony had to be postponed last year, she was still determined to come 

to Constance in 2022. All the same, today we will be able to hear her 

laudation by means of a video recording. Furthermore, I extend a very warm 

welcome to Dr Alexandra Stein, Director of Scotland Hub in Germany, who 

is here on behalf of the First Minister tonight here in Constance. 

 

As passionate Europeans, it has always loomed large to both First Minister 

Sturgeon and Dr Rieuwerts to integrate each and every citizen into the 

vision of Europe, to convince people of the benefits of the European Union 

and to make them enthusiastic for a united Europe. 

 

We are particularly grateful to First Minister Sturgeon for having accepted 

the role of patron, for having introduced us to Dr Sigrid Rieuwerts and for 

taking the time to deliver the laudation on the occasion of the “Konstanzer 

Konzilspreis” award ceremony. This is a great honour for us! 

 

As mentioned, the “Konstanzer Konzilspreis” is to be awarded for the fourth 

time – actually, this very ceremony should have taken place in 2021; due to 

the pandemic we were forced to postpone it to 2022. Inter alia, we owe 

today’s award ceremony to the ladies and gentlemen of the advisory board 

“Konstanzer Konzilspreis”, who, for years, have been committed to 

developing this award and to strengthen European cohesion in the spirit of 

the Council of Constance, which took place more than 600 years ago. Only 

this afternoon, we came together for a collective exchange on the occasion 

of a board meeting. I should like to thank you most warmly for your time, 

your ideas and your active involvement! 

 

And I would like to express an equally heartfelt welcome to the Concilium 

representatives who are here today; they have designated First Minister 

Sturgeon as patron of this year’s “Konstanzer Konzilspreis”. 
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Likewise, I should like to welcome the attending members of the 

“Konstanzer Konzilsverein for European encounters and dialogue”. Founded 

four years ago, it is a rather young association still, but genuinely committed 

to establish this award permanently in our city. 

 

The “Konstanzer Konzilsverein” and the city of Constance are the organisers 

of tonight’s event. Hanns-Peter Knaebel, the association’s first chairman, 

will speak the closing words tonight – and he might want to gain you as 

supporters of the association. 

 

Concerto Konstanz conducted by Wolfgang Mettler will provide tonight’s 

musical backdrop. Mr Mettler has composed a piece of music specially 

dedicated to laureate Dr Sigrid Rieuwerts: The “Scottish Song” is a fantasia 

on the famous song “Loch Lomond”, composed for solo soprano and string 

orchestra. Afterwards, Mr Mettler will present the Dr Rieuwerts with the 

score. 

 

Another special welcome goes to State Secretary Dr. Denis Alt from the 

Ministry of Science and Health of the Federal state of Rheinland-Pfalz. He 

will also deliver a short welcoming speech to you. 

 

Dear audience, I would like to express my own personal welcome to all of 

you, who are making time for Europe today! Among you, there are many 

representatives: 

 

− Minister-President Dr. Lina Seitzl, 

− Minister-President Dr. Ann-Veruschka Jurisch, 

− Minister-President Andreas Jung, 

− District Administrator Zeno Danner, 

− Evangelical Bishop Prof. Dr. Heike Springhart, 

− Evelyne Gebhardt, former Vice-President of the European Parliament, 

− Prof. Dr. Stephan Jolie, Vice President for Studies and Teaching at the 

Johannes Gutenberg University in Mainz, 

− Dr. iur. Ivana Červenková, Head of Mission of the Consulate General of 

the Czech Republic, 

− Prof. Dr. Katharina Holzinger, Rector of the University of Konstanz 

− Prof. Dr. Sabine Rein, President of the University of Technology and 

Design, HTWG, 



 

 
Stadt Konstanz . Rathaus . Kanzleistr. 15 . 78462 Konstanz 

 
 

− Countess Bettina Bernadotte, 

as well as numerous colleagues from the municipal government and 

representatives of various religious and political communities. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we all agree upon the fact that it is important to 

make some time for crisis-tested Europe. Yet, Europe does not only stand 

for crisis! Europe remains alive, wherever people get together and exchange 

their views, realizing their common values. In our plurality and diversity, we 

may discover vital things to connect us over and over again. We may get to 

know different, maybe new perspectives and open ourselves to them. 

 

This is what the “Konstanzer Konzilspreis” is all about; this evening is meant 

to be an invitation to actively take part. We need European evenings like 

this to make us realise that we must collectively stand up for a united 

Europe. It is our shared responsibility to leave no room for dividing forces – 

we need to look forward without forgetting our origins of 1414. It is well 

worth the effort to leave our comfort zone for the European Ideal as I 

emphasised at the beginning of my speech. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention. 


